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Appreciation and Thanks to the LENS 
Donors 
Our first sincere and hearty thanks must go to the 
original donors and, in many respects, the inspiration 
for the seminary at Novosaratovka, Gerhard Krodel, a 
former Dean and Professor of Gettysburg Lutheran 
Seminary, PA, and his wife, Joan.  They are our 
founders whose many years of labor have made the 
seminary possible.  Joan and Gerhard have raised 
more than $1.5 million to support Novosaratovka 
Seminary.  After 13 years of leadership, the Krodels 
have retired from their efforts and inspired the board 
to form the Lutheran Endowment for the 
Novosaratovka Seminary (LENS) Foundation to carry 
on their work.   
 

Letter from the New President 
Novosaratovka, 14.03.2005 
 
Dear Friends, 
I would like to express my gratitude for all the 
kind words and ideas on the occasion of my 
installation as the president of the Theological 
Seminary of the ELCROS in Novosaratovka. It is 
very encouraging for me that so many people 
want to accompany and help me in my ministry. 
And I feel support in that fact, that my readiness 
to take responsibility for this service, although 
expressed with some hesitation, was the reason 
for such a positive resonance. 
The task of the seminary is, however, clear 
according to its law: education of the ELCROS 
pastors. We will devote ourselves to this goal 
further on. Everybody feels motivated: teachers, 
workers and also students. Teaching and 
studying bring about a lot of joy, especially when 
one sees progress. The outer conditions are 
difficult. At present we observe rocketing prices in 
Russia, and this influences the seminary. 
Besides, our church experiences the phase of 
changes, the outcome being not clear. Thus, we 
do not have other possibility except our friends’ 
prayers and help. What we are doing should 
serve to our church. All our endeavors should 
serve that.  
Sincerely Yours, 
 
Godeke von Bremen 
 

Short Biography (Godeke von Bremen) 
I was born in 1949 in West Germany and grew up in 
a Lutheran pastorate together with my four brothers 
and sisters. I have come into contact already as a 
child with Eastern Europe and Russia, because my 
parents lived in 1939 in Estonia as Baltic Germans. 
After completion of my theological education in 
Bethel, Berlin and Goettingen I was ordained in 1979 
and served as a pastor in many places in the 
Westphalia industrial region. In the middle of the 
1980s my interest in the former USSR was refreshed, 
and I started meeting people from the East and 
especially from Belarus, and working together with 
them. Finally in 1999 I was called to work as a 
teacher at the Theological Seminary in 
Novosaratovka, where I have been teaching practical 
theology, therefore I am responsible for the 
educational questions in the church. I married 
Katharina von Bremen, who works as a pastor and 
supervisor at the Evangelical Academy in Iserlohn 
(West Germany). 
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Our Goals 
The Goals of LENS are to: provide $40,000 
annually for student aid, provide stipends to 
support ordained pastors who are graduates of 
the seminary and serve parishes unable to pay 
salaries; raise an endowment fund of approx. $1 
million to provide a long-term commitment for the 
student aid; and support the seminary as needs 
arise to enable it to contribute to the gospel 
ministry in the former Soviet Union. 
 

 

Our Students 
At present there are 12 students in our full-time education 
(three women, nine men). Four students are having their 
practical studies in congregations – in Kaliningrad, 
Vladivostok and Odessa. Besides, there are approx. 40 
preachers, pastors and workers engaged in the distance 
education program. 
 

 

Our Outreach 
The Novosaratovka seminary in St. Petersburg, 
Russia trains pastors for Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Russia and Other States (ELCROS). 
 
ELCROS has 417 congregations throughout the 
former Soviet Union states including: Russia, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Georgia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan. 
 
LENS is a non-profit foundation committed to 
providing financial student aid to all qualified 
seminarians.   
 

 Left: A student at work 
Above Right: Faculty & Students, Fall 2004 

Seminary Teachers 
 The first theology teacher born in Russia, A.Tikhomirov, will start his work at the seminary in the fall 
trimester 2005. He is one of the first Novosaratovka Seminary graduates. He has studied and passed his 
Master’s examination over the past five years in Germany and received his PhD.  
 
Also starting in the fall trimester, a Presbyterian teacher, J.Kang, from the US will continue his work at the 
seminary for the next three years.  
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Our Donors 
We would like to extend our appreciation and 
thanks to the following generous donors:   
Anderson, Rev. and Mrs. E. Earl, Indiana, PA       
The Church of the Damascus Road 
Fort Dodge Correctional Facility, Fort Dodge IA  
The Church Women United of Albert Lea, MN      
Albert Lea, MN 
Christ Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD  
Concordia Congregation Mission Fund, Glyndon, 
MN  
Edward D. Duda, The John Duda Foundation, Inc. 
Oviedo, FL 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Vienna, VA  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Chicago, IL  
Fir-Conway Lutheran Church, Mount Vernon, WA       
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
White Bear Lake, MN  
First Lutheran Church, Little Falls, MN  
Glory of God Lutheran Church, Wheat Ridge, CO       
Grace Lutheran Church, Albert Lea MN  
Gramith, Paul, White Bear Lake, MN    
Greater Milwaukee Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, Milwaukee, WI      
Hahne, Robert and Barbara, Falls Church, VA   
Hammerness, Paul T., San Mateo, CA  
Hayward/Trondhjem Lutheran Churches  
Hayward, MN  
Hefner, Rev. David L and Kathy B., Fayetteville, PA  
High, Beth and George, Lake Ridge, VA  
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Forest City, IA 
Jaquay, Marilyn P. and George W.,  
Falls Church, VA 
Johnson, David M., Falls Church, VA  
Jones, Russel C., McLean, VA  
Krebs, Keith A., Walla Walla, WA  
Krodel, Gerhard and Joan, Gettysburg, PA 
Lettow, Charles and Sue T., McLean, VA  22101 
Lettow, Paul V., McLean, VA   
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepard 
Palos Heights, IL   
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, McLean, VA 
David Muchow, Arlington, VA 
Peace Lutheran Church, Hazen, ND 
The Ruthfred Lutheran Church, Bethel Park, PA  
St. James Lutheran Church, Gettysburg, PA  
St. John Lutheran Church, Greenville, OH 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Reading PA 
St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Urbana, IL  
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Woodbridge VA 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Fort Dodge IA   
Scheib, Alma M. and Franklin R., Waynesboro, PA 
Schwarz, Cynthia G. and Ryan M.,  
Washington, D.C. 
Stavros, Ellen C., McLean, VA  
Gus A. Stavros, D.H.L., Chairman 

Above: Third Course Students with Faculty 

Lutheran Endowment for Novosaratovka 
Seminary Foundation 
Annual Report 2004 
 
FUNDS AVAILABLE: 
Balance Forward from 2003: 53,620.31   
(Cash-48,695.07; Securities-4,925.24) 
Contributions during 2004: 
Individuals: 17,414.59   
(Cash-9,973.00; Securities-7,441.59) 
Churches: 24,268.79 
Subtotal: 41,683.38 
Gains on Securities Sold: 313.92 
Money Funds Dividends: 645.97  
Unrealized Appreciation of Securities: 53.40 
96,316.98      
  
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Distribution to Seminary: 40,000.00 
Expenses: 
Licensing & Regulatory fees: 330.00 
Operational: 
Banner and DVD’s: 309.94 
Phone, photocopies: 76.52 
Money transfer fees: 70.00          
Subtotal: 786.46                                  
 
Balance carried forward to 2005 
(Cash-53,004.22; Securities-2,536.30): 55,530.52 
96,316.98 

 
The Stavros Family Foundation, St. Petersburg, FL, Stewart, Charlene, Washington, DC, Sukup, Mary B. and 
Charles E, Dougherty, IA, Svendsbye, Rev. Lloyd and Annelotte, St. Louis Park, MN, Thronson, Mark J. and 
Anna M., McLean, VA, Trinity American Lutheran Church, Waterloo, Iowa, Trinity English Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Fort Wayne, IN, Trinity Lutheran Church, Greencastle, PA, Trinity Lutheran Church, Watertown, MN, 
Young, Howard E., Vilas NC, Wayland, Lola G. and Leonard E., Jr., Vienna, VA, Zion Lutheran Church, 
Turbotville, PA 
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LENS DONATION 

   
  Amount of Donation____________________________ 
 
  Name________________________________________ 
 
  Address______________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________ 
 
  Contact Person_________________________________ 
 
  Phone________________________________________ 
 
  Fax__________________________________________ 
 
  Email________________________________________ 
 

LENS Foundation 
1545 Chain Bridge Road 

McLean, VA 22101 
 

Would You Like to Make a Donation?                        If So, Please Fill Out This Form: 

 

 

Our Seminary Life Told in Pictures 

 

LENS Foundation 
is a non-profit 
corporation 
organized 
exclusively for 
charitable, 
religious and 
educational tax-
exempt 
purposes.  LENS 
Foundation has 
been recognized 
by the IRS as a 
tax-exempt 
organization 
under I.R.C. Sec. 
501(c)(3).  A 
copy of the 
organization's 
IRS exemption 
letter will be 
provided upon 
request.  A 
financial 
statement is 
available upon 
written request 
from the 
Commonwealth 
of Virginia Office 


